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news
Information Services diversity of rtlon missoula, montana 59801 •  (406) 243-2522
MISSOULA, MONT.---
Four federal judges, all former students of Walter L. Pope, a former University of 
Montana law professor who died March 27 in California have established a memorial fund 
in his honor.
The fund, to be used for the benefit of the UM School of Law, was established by 
Judges Russell E. Smith, Missoula; George H. Boldt, Tacoma, Wash.; William D. Murray, 
Butte, and W. J. Jameson, Billings.
Judge Pope taught at the UM law school and practiced law in Missoula until his 
appointment to the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco by President 
Truman early in 1949. He retired from this position in 1961. He was a former member of 
the Montana House of Representatives and an ex-president of the Montana Bar Association.
A charter member of the Missoula Kiwanis Club, he was its second president in 1922.
Judge Russell E. Smith, a 1931 graduate of the UM law school and former president 
of the Montana Bar Association, became a federal judge in 1966.
"Many generations of Montana law school graduates will remember Judge Pope as a 
teacher and scholar," Judge Smith said. "A full-time professor for a few years and a 
part-time professor for many more, Judge Pope was not a lawyer teaching, but a teacher who 
practiced law. He brought to his classes an enthusiasm for ideas, a capacity to reveal 
the skeleton of a legal problem and a great clarity of expression. These qualities, 
coupled with the knowledge of the practical problems in the administration of law, made 
him invaluable to the law school in its formative and middle years."
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Judge Boldt, a 1925 UM graduate, received his bachelor of laws degree from UM the 
following year. He was president of the UM student body in 1924-25. He practiced law in 
Seattle and Tacoma, and was named U.S. judge for the western district of Washington in 
1953. He received an honorary doctor of laws degree from UM in 1961.
Judge Murray was graduated from Georgetown University in 1932, and from the UM law 
school in 1936. He left law practice in Butte in 1949 when he was appointed as- federal 
district judge there. He received an honorary doctor of laws degree from UM in 1943.
Judge Jameson received a bachelor of arts degree at UM in 1919, and a law degree 
there in 1922. He served two terms as president of the Montana Bar Association, and also 
in the Montana Legislature. He received an honorary doctor of laws degree from UM in 
1952. In 1957 he was named a U.S. district judge by President Eisenhower.
Judges Murray, Boldt, Jameson and Smith had a reunion with their former teacher, 
Judge Pope, and Judge James R. Browning of San Francisco, a 1941 UM law graduate and 
former clerk of the Supreme Court, at the annual conference of the judges of the 9th 
Circuit at San Francisco in 1968.
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